
The Tragedy of Church Hopping Saints 

The church is undergoing a tragic epidemic called "church hopping."  
Nobody stays at their churches anymore!  Everybody is looking for the 
greatest product and when they find better they leave for it. Many have 
been hurt by the church, have received discipline, or simply feel like they 
are not being “fed” anymore, so instead of working things out or being 
faithful they leave in search of greener pastures. Why is everybody 
scared of commitment? 

The church should be looked at like a family (Gal. 6:10). Some families 
may have bigger houses, better food but one’s commitment should be to 
their home, because God specifically chose to place them there. Yes, 
there are no perfect families and sometimes those who love one another 
fight, but when the unity of the family is put first, they make up because 
leaving is not an option. 

Church is to model the family that is why God made the family the 
smallest unit of the church or foundation of it. This is how the church has 
always functioned historically. People would grow up with their churches 
and stay there often for a lifetime. 

Obviously, with the nature of our current culture it is very difficult to have 
these types of committed relationships with our churches.  The culture 
has become very transient and career-focused instead of area focused, 
family focused or even spiritually focused. People move and switch 
churches because of career, college, dating and everything else.  There 
are many other calls in one’s life that demand attention and it has 
become less popular to focus on the committed call of God to a local 
church. 

Being in the military and switching colleges a number of times in my 
past, I have felt the brunt of church hopping. After my family got saved 
and we grew up in our first church, after leaving we never found a church 
that was quite like the one we started in. It was our home. Similarly, 
when many others leave their church, they never find churches that feel 
like their home church as well and because of that they bounce all over 
the place and never get rooted. Some may just stop going to church all 
together. 



For many this type of relationship with the church is very natural and 
they don't know anything else. For them the church exist to serve them 
and not for them to serve the church. It is a role reversal. Christ said, I 
came not to be served but to serve and give my life for many (Mark 
10:45). Most Christians have taken the view of the culture and not of 
Christ. 

For many church is like a cafeteria where they come and get food. They 
go to one church on Sunday to get their meat and on Wednesday they go 
to another to get their desert. They are dating churches and have been 
for years without ever settling down. Certainly, all Christ servants have 
been given to us (I Cor. 3:22) but we have been called to serve a local 
church and minister as part of the local body to a community. 

Imagine if we did that in our marriages. I use the illustration of marriage 
because Christ marries the universal church (Eph. 5:23-32) and it is a 
good picture for us to model with our local church. We should marry her 
and live to minister to her. What would happen if I lived with my wife but 
constantly was flirting with every other great woman of God. As we all 
know, the institution of marriage that God has ordained would break 
down and so does the institution of the church when Christians live 
without commitment. 

A platoon of soldiers on the battle front could not have half-committed 
soldiers who left for every reason under the sun. I have to go take care of 
my business. I have to go see my kids. The mission must take priority or 
the war is lost. Each church is placed on a battle front and has a greater 
mission than any army on the earth. When there are half-committed 
soldiers or ones without loyalty to the platoon, battles are lost and 
soldiers lose their lives. How much more should we be committed to our 
churches whose battle for souls is greater?

There are many spiritual casualties resulting from believers leaving their 
church for any number of reasons. At one time they were on fire for the 
Lord, serving in the worship team or in a small group, but after leaving 
and going to another church they find themselves spiritually AWOL for 
years and some never recover. 

Not much thought is ever given to the heart broken members or pastors 
of the churches left or the ministry roles that have to be fulfilled. 



Certainly, God will provide for his church but that does not mean it will be 
without loss or that it was his perfect will. 

I heard the story of a young lady that had become very attached to her 
youth pastor who left the church for a higher position. The young lady 
said, she would never open up to a youth pastor again because they 
always leave. 

Congregations are hurt when shepherds leave just as when members 
leave. It takes time to rebuild trust and restore the hurt that has been 
left.  I know God may call me to leave my church one day but at all the 
times Christ's words ring in my head, "The good shepherd gives his life 
for the sheep, all those who were before me were just hirelings (John 
10)."   

It is a shame so many ministers leave their churches for higher pay and 
warmer climate.  Surely, we must take care of our families but should not 
the minister be the highest example of living by faith. If the minister does 
not live by "seek ye first the Kingdom of Heaven and all these shall be 
added unto you (Mat. 6:33)" how will the church ever learn to trust Christ 
and live by faith. Who will show them? 

Certainly, there are the success stories because God is sovereign and 
sometimes the best thing for us may be to leave our churches because 
there is a new God-given work for us. But, the overall state of the church, 
shown by the lack of commitment and transient nature of the members, 
are not typically for this reason. 

A greater job with more pay does not constitute the will of God to leave 
your church. Sometimes God tells people to sell all their riches and come 
and follow him (Mat. 19:21). The way down is more often the way up in 
the Kingdom of Heaven.  It does not follow or submit to the wisdom of the 
world because it is greater than the world and will one day swallow up 
the world and all its inhabitants.  Only those that follow God's will, will 
remain (I John 2:17). 

It would seem that Scripture teaches us that even though our culture is 
career focused that believers should not be (Romans 12:2). The home 
church, where we have committed to, should be one of the top priorities 



in directing our lives and decisions around, especially as it relates to the 
Kingdom. 

Christ teaches us in Matthew 6 "To not worry about what we eat, drink or 
wear… to seek the Kingdom of heaven and all these things will be added 
to us (v. 25-33)."  He then says, the Gentiles live at a frantic pace to 
secure all these things, but that it should not be this way with his 
disciples (v. 32)."  Jesus is teaching that there should be a different bend 
in the life of the disciple from the world and our culture. Sadly, most 
Christians look no different than the world and the Kingdom for them is 
just a side focus. 

The disciple focuses on the Kingdom and trusts by faith God will provide 
all their other needs.  The true disciple not only enters the Kingdom by 
faith but each day of his life learns to live by faith. He realizes that only 
the "just will live by faith" (Habakkuk 2:4) and all those who live by sight 
are part of the world or being influenced by its system.  A career focused 
church cannot fulfill the commission. We can only have one master that 
demands our all, for we will either hate one or love the other. 

For the disciple, career is primarily a means to reach the world and fulfill 
the Great Commission. It does not keep him from serving the church and 
ministering to his family for that would be idolatry. His devotion is single 
and he does not love for the world but simply uses it for a greater cause. 
It will not keep him from leading a small group, being part of a prayer 
ministry and showing daily that his life is guided by one great bend, "Thy 
Kingdom come." 

When disciples uproot from their churches, the local church suffers 
and the universal one as well, for they all have the same mission. It takes 
time to get back into leadership positions where we are teaching and 
serving. We lose the accountability and protection of our home church 
and become open targets for the devil. A soldier bouncing between 
battalions many times is a soldier without a mission and a most likely 
target for the evil one. 

Sure God moved people in the early church in Acts but they were moving 
for Kingdom reasons to spread the gospel and they left with the blessing 
of the church. People should begin to look at their church as a marriage 
and commitment for a lifetime. 



Charles Spurgeon said this and it often rings in the back of my mind 
every time I consider the prospect of leaving my church. He said, "We 
should seek to stay at our churches till Christ comes, if he allows." Yes, 
there may be times to leave but the disciple fights against it, he wants to 
stay with the soldiers he has fought with, cried with, bled with and loves. 
There union is greater than the affection and natural ties of blood 
relationship. 

Like Jesus the disciple cries out, "Who is my mother and who is my 
brother but those who do the will of God." Like one laboring to not be 
separated from his natural family so the disciple labors to stay with his 
spiritual family.  

I would think there may be seasons when our church has fallen into 
apostasy or strong doctrinal error that it may be God's timing to leave. 
Like with apostate Babylon in Revelations God says, "Come out of her my 
children so you will not share in her sins (Rev. 18:4)." But even that must 
be prayed about and considered wisely, for who knows if it be the Lord's 
will to be salt in that struggling church and conduits of the Holy Spirit's 
work of change. 

Finding a home church sometimes is difficult and, certainly, courtship 
may be wise for a season. Many of us were not lucky to find our wives on 
the first date. But when you have found her, embrace her, kiss her and 
love her forever. Give your life for her, just as Christ did for the universal 
church. What more could be asked of a disciple? Let us love and commit 
to our churches for they are our beautiful Brides.
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