
Tips on Leading Public Prayer

How should we pray publicly? Are there any tips that can help us be more comfortable and affective in public 
prayer?

In Luke 11:1 the disciples after being with Christ for a long period of time, approached him and said, “Lord 
teach us to pray as John taught his disciples to pray.” After that question, Christ taught them the basic 
pattern of Christian prayer which has been famously called the Lord’s Prayer. However, what’s interesting is 
this seems to be the second time Jesus taught them the pattern of prayer. In Matthew 6:9-13 the “Lord’s 
Prayer” is taught the first time in the middle of the Sermon of the Mount at the beginning of Christ’s ministry. 

What we can learn from this is that the disciples were still struggling with prayer even after potentially 
years of praying with Christ. This seems to be true with many disciples; prayer is often a struggle. It’s a 
struggle for us privately and it certainly can be a struggle publicly.

What are some tips to help us develop our prayer life but also to help us pray in public? In writing this 
the hope is to encourage the members of the body of Christ in their prayer life and to provide practical 
instruction in leading public prayer, especially in church worship services.

What are some practical and Biblical encouragements for public prayer?

1. Public Prayer probably shouldn’t be long.

In many public worship services the person offering the public prayer feels pressure to pray long and gaudy 
prayers. This doesn’t necessarily make prayer more effective and sometimes it is a symptom of a theology 
problem. Listen to what Christ said about prayer:

“And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of 
their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.” 
Matthew 6:7-8

In this text Christ warns the disciples about endless babbling in prayer. Have you ever heard public prayers 
that are clearly long winded? Sometimes this happens because of one’s theology. Jesus hints that the reason 
people sometimes pray like this is because they think that this is “spiritual” or that they will be heard
for their long prayers. Jesus says God already knows what we need before we ask.

In fact, Solomon said the something similar which leads us to tip two.

2. Practice conciseness with our public prayers. We can do this by prayerfully thinking and writing the 
prayer out. Most public prayer should only be between two to three minutes. Listen to what Solomon 
said:

“Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in your heart to utter anything before God. God is in 
heaven and you are on earth, so let your words be few.” Ecclesiastes 5:2
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He says don’t be quick or hasty with your words because of who we are talking to, the God of heaven. 
Therefore, our words should be carefully thought out and few. Brevity is an art often exalted and taught in 
writing. We are taught to not “waste words” in writing. There is some truth in this with prayer as well. 

Brevity doesn’t mean that we have little to say, it means that we have thought about what to say and 
how to say it. For this reason it is a good to write out our prayers so that we can thoughtfully and 
concisely present our requests before God, especially in the public worship setting.

Many Christians from non-liturgical settings have no experience in writing out their prayers. They may also 
feel that this style of praying might be mechanical and maybe even boring. But this is not true. We often 
write better than we talk because in writing we often have the opportunity to think more deeply about what 
we say. It’s the same with praying. Pray about what to pray and write it down.

One of the reasons we know how to pray is because other godly men and women previously wrote down 
their prayers and recorded them in Scripture. Look at the Book of Psalms; it’s a bunch of written 
prayers.

With that said, though the prayer maybe written, it doesn’t mean that you have to read your prayers.
Writing it alone and praying through it before praying publicly maybe enough. You will have to discern how 
God wants you to publicly offer the prayer; writing is just a good part of that process.

3. Practice implementing Scripture in your written prayer.

Another thing we learn from studying prayers in the Bible is that many of them either have theology in 
them or are actually quoting Scripture. We see this on the cross with Christ before he died, he cried out, 
“My God, My God why have you forsaken me (Mat. 27:46).” Where does Christ get that from? It is Psalm 22:1. 
He is praying scripture.

When you look at the prayer that Jonah prays in the belly of the whale (Jonah 2) it is also full of Psalms. 
Thinking about Scripture to put in your prayer or to read before your prayer is a wonderful way to offer 
public prayer.

In fact, when Jesus says to if we ask anything in his “name”, he will do it (John 14:13-14), it doesn’t mean 
to tag Jesus on the end of all of our prayers. “Name” in the Hebrew culture was not just something you 
called someone, it referred to one’s characteristics. Therefore, to pray in Jesus name means to pray 
exactly what Jesus would pray and in line with his character. One of the ways we do that is by praying 
Scripture. John calls Jesus the “The Word” in John 1:1. He is the expression of God, even as Scripture is. 
Therefore, it is a good practice to implement Scripture in both individual and public prayer.

A great way to do this is by using Paul’s prayers or prayer prompts with in them. Look at some of these: 
Philippians 1:9-11, Colossians 1:9-12, Colossians 4:2-4, Ephesians 1:16-23, Ephesians 3:14-21 and etc.

For example, we could pray for God to give us the “spirit of wisdom and revelation (Eph. 1:17)”, we could pray 
for “the power to grasp the height and depth of his love (Eph. 3:18-19)”, we could pray “for words to be given”
to the speaker (Eph. 6:19). God loves to hear his word and we should offer his word often in prayer.
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4. Practice using plural pronouns like “we” and “us” in public prayers. By doing this you help represent 
the whole church instead of simply your individual prayers.

Again, we see this in the Lord’s Prayer, “Give us our daily bread, Forgive us our sins, lead us not into 
temptation (Mat. 6).” Many Christians lead in public prayer and forget that they are also representing the
church’s requests before God. Commonly, the church may feel alienated while an individual is praying 
on behalf of the church, instead of feeling like a participant. Adding plural pronouns may help in this. 

5. Practice speaking clearly and at a pace everybody else can understand. This maybe developed by 
obviously writing your prayer but also rehearsing it. Listen to what Paul says in I Cor. 14 about tongues:

“If you are praising God with your spirit, how can one who finds himself among those who do not 
understand say “Amen” to your thanksgiving, since he does not know what you are saying? You may 
be giving thanks well enough, but the other man is not edified” (1 Corinthians 14:16-17).

If you are praying in such away that people are having problems understanding, surely your blessing 
still counts before God, but the rest of the congregation is not edified. Everything done in the public 
worship should be done not only to bring glory to God but for corporate edification.

6. Practice elements of ACTS in your prayer. ACTS is an acronym derived from the Lord’s Prayer and 
other prayers in Scripture. It includes:

Adoration: Adoring God, praising his character, his attributes (love, mercy, justice, sovereignty and etc…)
Confession: Confessing our sins and our nations sins before God
Thanksgiving: Giving God worship and thanksgiving for his faithfulness. This includes recalling specific acts 
he has done like our salvation, or giving us community, grace during the semester or etc…
Supplication: Supplication is bringing before God corporate requests such as praying for grace over the 
preaching, the hearts of people, missionaries we support, our nations leaders and etc… (1 Tim. 2:1-4)

7. Practice praying throughout the week for the service, for the Holy Spirit to lead your prayer and that 
Jesus would be glorified. It is also good to ask for others to pray for you. Look at how Paul prayed,

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be 
alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. Pray also for me, that whenever I open my 
mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for 
which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should. Ephesians 
6:18-20

Paul commanded the church to always pray for the saints. How much more should we do that as we 
participate in leading the public worship? Also, he asked for words to be given to him. God gives us the 
exact words we need when we ask for theml. We should take advantage of this promise and take comfort in 
it as we lead the church in prayer.

Conclusion:



4

May God anoint you and give you the words to adore his goodness and faithfulness, grace to confess the sins 
of our hearts, joy to give thanks for his works and wisdom to bring supplications that bring his Spirit and his 
Kingdom in the hearts and lives of his people. May the Spirit and our Lord Jesus Christ richly bless you.
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